Maatschap van de Ploeg-Janssen from Nootdorp:

“We had a fresh and productive crop all year round”

Two years ago, partnership Maatschap van de Ploeg-Janssen from Nootdorp saw the success of
Pentakeep-S for their fellow cucumber grower and neighbour André Kouwehoven. Then in 2008, the
company tested the product for themselves and applied Pentakeep-S to a small section of the area
with cucumbers. However, the result was not entirely satisfactory so they stopped using it. “We did
not really set to work in a consistent way. The times of application and the amounts varied
somewhat. We sometimes even missed out an application”, Janssen accepts the blame.

This season, in 2009 the partnership let itself be persuaded by Bas van Schie, crop advisor and seller
at Pentagrow BV, to try the product again. He advised the growers to apply half a litre of Pentakeep
per hectare to the crop on a weekly basis. The right time for this is early in the morning, the optimum
method is using a Venturi system, because the product is best absorbed in this way. Van Schie also
advised them to first give three applications of Pentakeep-S of 100 ml per plant, then another two
drip applications of 100 ml per plant without Pentakeep-S. This ensures that the product is well
distributed.” Then it is very important to allow the crop two hours to absorb and process the product
properly. Furthermore, we ensure that the plant drains less that day, about 15 percent instead of 30
percent which we realize on other days”, says Van der Ploeg. He has 20 years of experience in
growing cucumbers and finds the cultivation results very positive during this first year with
Pentakeep-S. The total production resulted in 195 cucumbers per m2. The first crop was planted on
20 December 2008 and yielded 45 cucumbers per m2. The second crop, planted on 20 April, came
out top with 90 cucumbers m2. He is also very impressed with the third crop, with 60 cucumbers for
every m2.

Furthermore, Van der Ploeg is not just satisfied with the production figures. “Everything was going
really well. We had had a productive and fresh crop all year long, with a thicker leaf and less mildew.
The colour of both the crop and the fruits was a beautiful dark green, and we had far less stress
moments than in previous years. Next season, we will certainly use Pentakeep-S again."
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