Gerbera grower Sies from Bergschenhoek:

“Good results in particular due to a good application”

More and more growers are using the Japanese fertilizer Pentakeep on their crops. After the fertilizer
showed good results in various trials, the use of Pentakeep has also been expanded to other crops.
The way the fertilizer is dosed is important for a good result. Michel Sies tells about his experience:

In 2004, Michel Sies of the company Sies & van der Spek from Bergschenhoek was the first Gerbera
grower to use Pentakeep. “This had clear effects”, he remembers. “The flowers and the crop had a
better colour, the flower diameter was larger and the stem was longer. That translated into a higher
production.”

Before he used Pentakeep, he first carried out a test with ferric oxide to find out exactly how many
applications it takes for the product to reach the plant. “That is actually important to know for all the
products that you use as a grower.”

With this information, he worked out the optimum method of application. The first application of the
day, an amount of 95 cc, is sprayed. During the spraying, he distributes Pentakeep through the drip
tubes. Then, on the same day, he makes another three applications of 45 cc. “In this way, | do not get
any drain that day. This guarantees an optimum absorption.”

The following day too, he is still careful with giving water and he minimizes the amount of drain. “So
in the summer too, | only give small amounts on the second day.” In this way, he applies the product
every ten days. By doing so, he uses one and a half litres of Pentakeep on 1.56 hectares.

In the summer of 2009, Sies stopped applying Pentakeep for a couple of weeks. “The prices were so
low that you wondered whether the costs and benefits were in balance. | could see immediately
from the small amount of growth of the crop that | had stopped applying Pentakeep.”



