
Cucumber grower Jeroen van der Ploeg about Pentakeep: 
 
"Seven percent more yield: there’s no denying it" 
 
Cucumber grower Jeroen van der Ploeg only really half listened when his neighbour Bas van Schie 
told him about Pentakeep. "I know all about that sales talk", he laughs cheerfully. “I’ve been taken in 
before with so-called miracle products.” Nevertheless, since recently, he has changed his mind and 
now uses Pentakeep on all his crops. Why? “Seven percent more yield: there’s no denying it”, he 
explains.  

 
The company of Jeroen van der Ploeg and his brother consists of two cultivation areas. The brothers 
have had one of the areas for years and they took over the second area a few years ago from 
neighbour Bas van Schie. Van Schie has long been involved with Pentakeep. He participated in the 
development of the method of applying the product. Pentakeep is a liquid fertilizer on the basis of 5-
Aminolevulinic acid, an amino acid that is essential for the photosynthesis process. Thanks to an 
extra application of the amino acid, this process is speeded up, so the plant produces more sugars 
and dry matter. The growth of the plant is enhanced. Van Schie tested, among other things, the ideal 
amount of the product to use. “Not just me, you know”, he hastens to add. “The WUR and PPO also 
conducted trials. As a result of this, we now know the ideal dosages and that it is best to apply the 
product using a drip system. And that for optimum use, you should first test with ferric oxide how 
many applications it takes to reach the plant." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 



Van Schie has used the product himself for years, but he did not manage to persuade his neighbour. 
“And it just adds to the costs.” Nevertheless, since recently Van der Ploeg has been using Pentakeep 
for his whole crop. What made him decide this? A higher yield. During the last crop last year, he 
accurately recorded the effects of Pentakeep. On the computer, he shows the results of a trial in 
duplicate, elaborated in a graph. In one trial section, the yield is seven percent higher, and it is even 
higher in the other section. Van Schie explains the graph. “You have to measure it, as far as I am 
concerned, sitting down next to the plant with the weighing scales. It is only then that you really see 
what Pentakeep does.” Van Schie further emphasizes the importance of a proper application of the 
product. “In Belgium, they tested it without paying attention to the method of dosing. Then the 
effects are minimal. In the follow-up trial, when we explained everything to them, the yield did 
indeed increase. You have to learn how to use it.” 
 

 
 
The plants for the new season have now been propagated at Jeroen van der Ploeg. This year, he is 
growing two crops in one greenhouse and three in the other greenhouse. “Seven percent extra yield 
and a stronger crop, making the plants more resistant to diseases and pests are plenty of reasons for 
us to use the product. And you don’t have to be put off by the price, at one cent per metre per week. 
There’s no denying it.” 
 
 
 
 
 


