
André Kouwenhoven, cucumber grower from Nootdorp: 
 
 
 
“The art is to convert the weight into number of cucumbers” 
 
 
 
“What I first noticed was the more vigorous crop. And my advisor also immediately spotted the trial 
section”, says cucumber grower André Kouwenhoven. The grower first carried out a careful trial with 
Pentakeep and now applies it to the whole crop, in collaboration with a number of other cucumber 
growers. “We can do the counting and weighing accurately. The conclusion was that the advantage 
of Pentakeep is in the volume. The art is now to convert that into more cucumbers. Preferably 40 cm 
long.”  
 
In Kouwenhoven’s opinion, the gain in numbers is due to cutting earlier. “We are now achieving an 
increase in numbers of 5 to 6%. Another important consideration is the condition of the crop”, he 
says. “I get the impression that the plant flowers more easily and aborts less fruits. The more 
vigorous crop also appears to be more resistant, which might be an advantage during the summer, 
with less vulnerability to mildew.”  
 
This season, Kouwenhoven planted his first crop on 20 December, progressed to the second on 25 
April and has planned the third crop for 25 July. “It is the first time that I am using Pentakeep all year 
round.” At the moment, trials in cucumber cultivation are being conducted at other companies and a 
trial is being conducted in a French trial centre. 
 

 

 


